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Louisiana communities on the fencelines of polluting industries 
and the frontlines of climate change

No 
Schools 

on 
Dumps!



How does Louisiana lead federal standards for 
environmental protection?

Louisiana is home to more than 
300 petrochemical facilities and 
one of the largest oil and gas 
operations in the nation.  The 
decisions corporations make in 
the operation of these facilities  
control federal standards called 
“environmental protection.”



Hazardous air pollution standards are 
based on the lowest emissions reported by 
a certain number of facilities in an industry 
group (petroleum refinery, chemical 
manufacturing, etc.). 

• Industry group facilities ≥ 30 
12% of the lowest emitters (pictured)

• Industry group facilities < 30
5 of the lowest emitters

-- Clean Air Act §7412(d)(3)

How do federal environmental laws work?

An industrial company must meet the standards established by federal laws, 
the Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act, in order to build and operate a facility.  
These federal standards follow industrial practice. 



The EPA’s mandate under the Clean Air Act is to standardize industrial 
emissions of hazardous air pollutants, not protect human health.

Sierra Club v. EPA, 353 F.3d 976 (D.C. Cir. 2004)
Clean Air Act, 42 U.S. Code § 7412(d)(3)

The EPA is not required by the Clean Air Act to eliminate or even reduce 
the risk of cancer or other health threat that remains after an initial 
emission standard is set for a hazardous air pollutant. 

Natural Resources Defense Council v. EPA, 529 F.3d 1077, 1081-1083 (D.C. Cir. 2005) 
Clean Air Act, 42 U.S. Code § 7412(f)

How do federal environmental laws work?

The Clean Air Act, for example, allows industrial pollution.  This law does not 
guarantee health protection.



A picture is worth a thousand words . . .

Durban, South Africa (2000)

Before national environmental laws

Norco, Louisiana USA (2000)

30 years after federal environmental laws 
– Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, etc.



What law protects the rights of communities of 
color and low-income/low-wealth communities to 
recover from pollution and disaster?



“This Constitution, and the laws of the 
United States which shall be made in 
pursuance thereof; and all treaties made, 
or which shall be made, under the 
authority of the United States, shall be the 
supreme law of the land; and the judges 
in every state shall be bound thereby, 
anything in the Constitution or laws of any 
State to the contrary notwithstanding.”

U.S. Constitution, Article VI

ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM 
PROHIBITED BY

International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights
(US ratified 1992)

Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination
(US ratified 1994)

American Declaration of the 
Rights and Duties of Man
(adopted 1948)

Human rights law in the United States



health & health care

freedom of movement

& residence

participation in 

governmental 

decisions

livable wage

life

self-determination

security of one’s home

racial equality & freedom from racial discrimination

culture

Our government at all levels has the duty to 
protect human rights



Mossville Environmental Action Now v. United States, Report No. 43/10 (2010)

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Organization of American StatesPetition sought redress for the violations 

of human rights arising from the US 

environmental regulatory system that 

permitted 14 industrial facilities to pollute 

the historic African American community 

of Mossville in southwest Louisiana.

Precedent-setting admissibility ruling by 

the Inter-American Commission on 

Human Rights: 

For the first time, environmental racism 

in the US recognized as a human rights 

violation.

Mossville, Louisiana Human Rights Case



Environmental justice advocacy in New Orleans . . .

City Planning 
Commission 
Hearing

Jan. 31, 2017
starts at 1:30 pm



Environmental justice advocacy in New Orleans . . .


