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Louisiana Chapter of the National Lawyers Guild 
To join or renew your membership, go to www.nlg.org/join/ 
 

2016 Continuing Legal Education 
2022 St. Bernard Avenue 
New Orleans, LA 70116 

Friday, December 9, 2016 
8:30am - 5:00pm 

 
AGENDA 

 
8:30am - 9:00am 
 Registration and Breakfast 
 
9:00am - 10:00am 
Case and File Management Practices for a Social Justice Practice 

Three experienced practitioners who manage their own practice will share their guidance 
on case and file management. One practitioner will focus on best practices and ethical 
considerations in selecting and using an online case management system. Another will 
explain record-keeping practices that allow public interest lawyers in high-volume work 
that serves many clients to identify trends and track system-wide problems, to better 
serve clients and also to look for opportunities for change. Finally, a practitioner will 
discuss an attorney’s ethical obligations to keep and preserve client files. 

 
Panelists: 
 Mummi Ibrahim 
 

Allison McCrary, Director, New Orleans Community - Police Mediation Program, Office 
of Independent Police Monitor.   Alison McCrary is a social justice and human rights 
attorney.  She also serves as a Spiritual Advisor on Louisiana’s death row.  Prior to her 
current work, she completed a Soros Justice Advocacy Fellowship where she organized 
and advocated to gain protections for the people and places of New Orleans’ indigenous 
cultural traditions including the Black Indians of New Orleans, Social Aid and Pleasure 
Clubs, brass bands, and street musicians.  She also challenged and changed policing 
practices and policies that threatened the use of public spaces for cultural 
expression.  Prior to law school, Alison worked at the Capital Post-Conviction Project of 
Louisiana providing litigation support on death penalty cases and at the United Nations in 
New York monitoring the implementation of U.N. Security Council Resolutions on 
women, peace, and security. 

 
Ursula Price, IPM Ursula Price was appointed as the Executive Director for Community 
Relations in September 2010. Ms. Price first came to New Orleans after completing her 
Master's in International Relations from University of Chicago and a B.A. in Political 
Science from Millsaps College. She began working within the arenas of social and legal 
justice reform by serving Louisiana's indigent defendants at A Fighting Chance (AFC) 
and Louisiana Capital Assistance Center (LCAC). At both AFC and LCAC, she worked 
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tirelessly to protect constitutional rights in our criminal justice system by providing a fair 
and rigorous defense to Louisianans facing the death penalty and to support the Louisiana 
justice systems’ efforts toward transparency and accountability. 

 
After Hurricane Katrina, she remained in New Orleans and earned a Soros Justice 
Fellowship she used to advocate on behalf of Katrina Prisoners without a voice in the 
Orleans Parish Prison. She soon joined Safe Streets/Strong Communities as their 
Advocacy and Investigations Coordinator. Her work there ranged from policy advocacy 
to organizing the community around improving many aspects of New Orleans’ criminal 
justice system. After a one year hiatus in Mississippi, where she worked with Southern 
Poverty Law Center, Ursula returned to New Orleans. Ms. Price is excited to help build 
the Office of the Independent Police Monitor, which she rigorously supported as part of 
her advocacy for criminal justice reform in New Orleans. Ursula is focusing her energies 
on supporting citizen involvement in public safety and creating avenues for greater public 
trust in the police department. 

 
10:15am - 11:15am 
Section 1983 Civil Rights Litigation in Practice  

Overview of Section 1983 - Actions and practice tips for filing and obtaining damages for 
Section 1983 Civil Rights Action cases. 

 
Speaker: 

Elizabeth Cumming graduated with a B.A. from St. John's College in Annapolis, 
Maryland and a Juris Doctor from Loyola School of Law in New Orleans.  She is a 
dedicated advocate for prisoner's rights and has litigated many prisoner's rights actions 
throughout the state of Louisiana in Federal Court in the Eastern, Middle and Western 
Districts of Louisiana.   Elizabeth is also committed to ensuring that middle and low 
income families have access to the advice and documents they need in order to 
effectively manage and preserve property for the next generation, and she handles 
successions and probate matters in courts in southeastern Louisiana.  Elizabeth is 
admitted to practice in all Louisiana state and federal district courts. 

 
11:30am-12:30pm 
Filing Federal Habeas Petitions for Immigrant Detainees 

Immigration detention has grown at an alarming rate since regressive immigration laws 
were enacted in the 90s. More than 43,000 immigrants are detained every day, and 
thousands of them are housed at detention mega-complexes in Central Louisiana. This 
rips apart immigrant families and fast-tracks deportation. Though some are released on 
bond, many are denied bond hearings. Some immigrants are detained for years without 
ever having a chance to argue for their release at a bond hearing. 

 
This session will discuss litigation options for challenging immigration detention. We 
will briefly review the history and case law on immigration detention and the legal fiction 
that has permitted prolonged, no-bond detention to grow to its current scale. Then we will 
analyze the provisions of the Immigration and Nationality Act that purportedly authorize 
this detention and discuss the viable legal challenges to each. We’ll end by discussing the 
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primary mechanism for raising these challenges: petitions for the writ of habeas corpus in 
federal district court.  

 
Panelists: 

Jeremy Jong, Staff Attorney, Catholic Charities Diocese of Baton Rouge.  Jong earned 
his J.D. from Rutgers University School of Law - Newark and his B.S. in Marketing from 
Rutgers Business School - New Brunswick.  

 
Mary Yanik, Staff Attorney and Liman Legal Fellow, New Orleans Workers’ Center for 
Racial Justice.  Previously, Ms. Yanik was a Law Clerk for Judge David F. Hamilton on 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. Yanik received her J.D. from Yale 
Law School and her B.S., B.A., in Chemistry and Government and Politics from 
University of Maryland College Park. 

 
12:30pm - 1:30pm  
 Lunch & Networking 
 
1:30pm - 2:30pm 
Professionalism for Movement Lawyers 

Movement lawyers often work in much closer contact with their clients than traditional 
lawyers--on the streets, in meetings and strategy spaces, and in social settings. Yet 
despite our best intentions, organizers and community leaders often recount examples of 
where legal advocates ultimately did more harm than good to political and social 
movements.  What does it mean to be professional in a movement lawyer setting and 
what professionalism challenges do we frequently encounter?  This panel will 
particularly focus on conflict rules (Rules 1.7-1.11).   

 
Panelists:  

Sima Atri, Staff Attorney and Equal Justice Works Fellow, New Orleans Workers Center 
for Racial Justice.  Ms. Atri has legal experience in direct services, policy work, and 
impact litigation for immigration, housing, and labor issues.  She has supported and led 
social justice movements on economic, racial, and climate justice issues on campus and 
in the community.  She believes strongly in the innovative community-led, legal and 
organizing model of change.  Ms. Atri earned her J.D. from Harvard Law School and 
specialized in Peace and Conflict Studies at the University of Toronto. 

 
Nikki Thanos, past President, the Louisiana Chapter of the NLG.  Ms. Thanos is a local 
attorney in private practice who believes in building strong, base-level movements to 
fight for racial and economic justice. 

 
Nia Weeks 

 
2:45pm - 3:45pm 
Environmental Justice Legal Advocacy in Louisiana 

Environmental Justice. Communities of color and low income communities throughout 
Louisiana continue to challenge the disproportionate impact of industrialization.  Climate 
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change brings new challenges, including sea level rise and extreme 
weather.  Environmental legal advocacy involves citizen suits, private tort suits, human 
rights reports, policy advocacy, and administrative challenges, specifically permits 
through federal and state agencies.  Panelists will speak about these various types of 
environmental law practices in Louisiana.  They will also speak about how their work is 
integrated into community led issue campaigns as well as movements for systemic 
reform.     

 
Panelists:  

Colette Pichon Battle, Colette Pichon Battle, Esq. is a native of Louisiana who, over the 
past nine years, has worked with local communities, national funders and elected officials 
around equity in the post-Katrina and post-BP disaster Gulf Coast. In 2007 Colette 
received recognition from the American Bar Association and in 2008 she was awarded 
the U.S. Civilian Medal of Honor for the state of Louisiana; both awards were for her 
work around multi-racial, cross regional alliance building in the Katrina recovery. In 
2012, Colette was named an “Expert of Color” by the Insight Center for Community 
Economic Development on issues that surround the U.S. racial wealth divide. In 2014 
Colette was selected for the Young Climate Justice National Fellowship based on her 
work with coastal communities of color. Currently, Colette serves as director of the Gulf 
Coast Center for Law & Policy (GCCLP) managing programs focused on Global 
Migration, Community Economic Development, Climate Justice, and Equitable Disaster 
Recovery. Colette also serves a lead coordinator for Gulf South Rising, a regional 
initiative around climate justice in the South. 

 
Mike Brown joined Waltzer Wiygul & Garside as an associate in 2013. He graduated 
summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa from Princeton University in 2006 and from Yale 
Law School in 2011. During law school, he worked as an intern at the Natural Resources 
Defense Council and at the U.S. Department of Justice’s Environment and Natural 
Resources Division. He also was a member of Yale’s Immigration Legal Services clinic, 
earning the C. LaRue Munson Prize for excellence in clinical advocacy. Following law 
school, Mike was a law clerk for Judge William K. Sessions III of the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Vermont and Judge Stephen A. Higginson of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fifth Circuit in New Orleans. 

 
Monique Harden, since 1996, has provided legal counsel and advocacy support that have 
helped community organizations win important environmental justice victories.  In 2003, 
Ms. Harden, along with Nathalie Walker, co-founded Advocates for Environmental 
Human Rights. Ms. Harden is a graduate of The University of Texas School of Law 
(1995), and received a B.A. from St. John’s College (1990).  Ms. Harden has authored 
and co-authored numerous reports and papers on environmental justice and human rights 
issues.  Her advocacy work has been featured in television, radio and print news, as well 
as books, magazines, and documentaries. 

 
Lisa Jordan, a New Orleans native, originally came to the Clinic in its early years as a 
student attorney from 1990-1991.  She received her LL.M. in environmental law, with 
distinction, from Tulane in 1991.  She went on to serve as a prosecutor in the Orleans 
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Parish District Attorney's Office, where she eventually became a member of the office's 
Violent Offender Strike Force.  In 1996, she returned to the Clinic, this time as a 
Supervising Attorney.  Lisa left in 1998, but returned in July 1999 to serve as Acting 
Director of the Clinic for the 1999/2000 academic year.  She has recently returned to the 
Clinic as a Supervising Attorney.  Lisa retains an interest in trial education, having taught 
in Tulane's Trial Advocacy Program, as well as the NITA program, and having served as 
a coach for Tulane ATLA trial teams. 

 
4:00pm - 5:00pm 
Housing as a Human Right 

Housing advocates frequently confront policies and practices that criminalize - from laws 
that punish survivors of domestic violence to policies that exclude people with criminal 
backgrounds.  The movement for housing justice is robust, especially at this juncture of 
housing and decriminalization.  This CLE is an opportunity to focus on the organizing 
and legal successes surrounding Louisiana's Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) and 
Housing Authority of New Orleans (HANO) policies, as well as what  housing policy 
means for clients that are people of color, women, LGBTQ, formerly incarcerated, and 
people who live at these intersections. 

 
Speakers:  

Albert Marshall, Organizer, Stand With Dignity. Albert began organizing in the B.W. 
Cooper public housing project, ultimately winning jobs for over 50 workers, raising 
wages, and developing strategies to enforce local hiring. His work has included 
developing strategies to enforce HUD Section 3 hiring requirements, winning a Ban the 
Box and family reunification policy at the Housing Authority of New Orleans, and 
serving as a Community Evaluation Commissioner to develop public contracting 
strategies at the New Orleans International Airport. He currently leads a 
#BlackWorkersMatter campaign, fighting for full and fair employment and career ladders 
for Black workers in New Orleans, where 52 percent of Black men are out of work. As a 
life-long New Orleanian, former public housing resident, and through his own 
experiences with the prison industrial complex, Mr. Marshall understands deeply the 
challenges facing un- and under-employed Black workers in New Orleans. He was 
trained at the Seafarers International Union School of Seamanship in Baltimore. 

 
Bruce Reilly, Deputy Director,Voice of the Experienced. Bruce is a co-founder of the 
Formerly Incarcerated Convicted People and Families Movement, a former jailhouse 
lawyer, graduate of Tulane Law School, and author of “Communities, Evictions, and 
Criminal Convictions.” 

 
 

Thank You for Your Participation! 
 

Your Louisiana NLG - 2016 CLE Planning Committee 
Sima Atri, Alison McCrary, S. Mandisa Moore-O’Neal, May Nguyen, Al Page, Bruce Reilly, 

Mauricio Sierra, Nikki Thanos, Mary Yanik 


